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Mined areas updated to December 1999.
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  COAL THICKNESS

  Greater than 66 inches

  42 to 66 inches

  28 to 42 inches

  Less than 28 inches

  Split coal

  Insufficient data

  Sandstone channel

  OTHER GEOLOGIC FACTORS

  Rocks of Pennsylvanian System eroded

  Extent of rocks of Pennsylvanian System

  M

  M

  MINED AREAS

  Mined area:  surface

  Mined area:  underground

  Active mine

  SURFACE FEATURES

  Stream or small river

  Large river, lake

  POTENTIAL RESTRICTIONS

  Potential land- use conflict

  LAND- USE RESTRICTIONS

  U.S. Highway

  Interstate

  Railroad

  Pipeline

  Town

  Other land- use restrictions
  (see table above)

  TECHNOLOGICAL RESTRICTIONS

  Coal depth greater than 200 feet

  Unfavorable stripping ratio

  Unconsolidated overburden thickness
  greater than 60 feet

  Mining block too small

  T

  U
  g

Surface Mining

Northern Illinois

Southern Illinois

Eastern Illinois

Factors influencing the availability of coal for surface mining

Areas of available surface minable coal are limited in tonnage and areal extent.  Towns, high stripping ratios, and thick 
unconsolidated overburden restrict mining of significant quantities of resources.  Future surface mining operations will 
be smaller in size and production relative to past operations and will use mobile equipment that can be easily moved to 
another site.  This map sheet depicts the location, quantity, and minability of surface minable resources of the Herrin Coal.
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Location of resources
available for surface mining

Southern Illinois

Northern Illinois

Eastern Illinois

Available
Restricted or mined out

0 40 miles

Resources available for surface mining, 
millions of tons and percent of original 
resources

Original 14,885
Mined (percent of original) 3,091 (21)
Remaining (percent of original) 11,794 (79)

Available 2,215 (15)
Available w/ potential restrictions 243 (2)
 Potential land use conflict 243 (2)
Land-use restrictions 2,578 (17)
 Towns 1,742 (12)
 Roads 118 (<1)
 Pipelines 108 (<1)
 Public lands 78 (<1)
 Railroads 75 (<1)
 Underground mines 452 (3)
 Airports 3 (<1)
 Major dams 0 (0)
Technological restrictions 6,759 (45)
 Stripping ratio 3,861 (26)
 Thick unconsolidated material 2,789 (19)
 Block too small 108 (<1)
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restrictions
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