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Kentucky constitute the Eastern Region of the In-
terior Coal Province, known better as the Illinois
Basin. About 36,800 square miles in Illinois are un-
derlain by the coal-bearing sequence of rocks that
constitute the Pennsylvanian System. (See Fig 1.)

Illinois has the largest reported bituminous coal re-
sources and the largest strippable bituminous coal re-
sources of any state in the United States. Illinois has the
third largest total coal resources of any state and is sec-
ond only to Montana in terms of demonstrated reserve

base. About 20 coal seams have been mined in Illinois. Most production, however, has come
from about eight coal seams, with 85 to 90% of the total production being from the Herrin

The combined original resources
of the Danville, Jamestown, Her-

Dekoven, and Seelyville Coals in the
State of Illinois totals 221.1 billion
tons, of which 12.5 billion have been
mined. Approximately 43% of these
original coal resources, 96.1 billion
tons, are considered available for

0 50 100
Miles

Extent of Pennsylvannian System

±Illinois
Indiana

Kentucky

mining (See Fig 3.)
. Available means
that the surface
land-use and geo-
logic conditions
related to mining
of the deposit (e.g.
thickness, depth,
in-place tonnage,
stability of bed-
rock overburden)
are comparable
to other coals
currently being
mined in the state.

Coal has been mined in Illinois for 200 years. The thickest cumulative resources of coals
in Illinois are found in the southeastern part of the state along the Galatia Channel and
near the deepest areas of the Illinois Basin in and around Jasper County. (See Index Map)

References:
- Handbook of Illinois Stratigraphy, 1975, Illinois State Geological Survey Bulletin 95, 261p.
- Jacobson, R.J, and C Korose, 2003, Coal Geology of Illinois, in 2003 Keystone Coal Industry Manual,
Coal Age, PRIMEDIA Business Magazines and Media, Chi cago, IL, pp. 503 -514.

Athensville Coal (SW)

Lake Creek Coal
Pond Creek Coal
Gimlet Sandstone
Rock Branch (SW)/DeGra ff (S) Coal

Piasa Limestone
Danville Coal
Galum Limestone
Allenby Coal

Bankston Fork Limestone
Anvil Rock Sandstone

Conant Limestone
Jamestown Coal
Brereton Limestone
Anna Shale
Ene rgy Shale
Herrin Coal

Briar Hill Coal
Canton Shale
St. David Limestone
Turner Mine Shale
Dykersbu rg Shale
Springfield Coal

Hanover Limestone
Excello Shale
Houchin Creek Coal

Roodhouse Coal
Pleasantview Sandstone
Survant Coal

Oak Grove Limestone
Mecca Quarry Shale

Colchester Coal

Palzo Sandstone

Dekoven CoalDavis Coal
Vergennes Sandstone
Seahorne Limestone
Carrier Mills Shale
Stonefort Limestone

Lonsdale Limestone
Gimlet Sandstone

Farmington Shale
Danville Coal

Copperas Creek Sandstone
Lawson Shale

Brereton Limestone
Anna Shale

Herrin CoalSpring Lake Coal Bed
Big Creek Sandstone

Vermillionville Sandstone
Canton Shale

St. David Limestone
Turner Mine Shale

Springfield Coal Springfield Coal

Turner Mine Shale
St. David Limestone

Canton Shale
Briar Hill Coal

Herrin Coal

Anna Shale
Brereton Limestone

Jamestown Coal
Conant Limestone

Anvil Rock Sandstone
Bankston Fork Limestone

Danville Coal

Covel Conglomerate
Hanover Limestone

Excello Shale Excello Shale
Houchin Creek Coal Houchin Creek Coal

Breezy Hill LimestoneKerton Creek CoalPleasantview Sandstone Pleasantview Sandstone
Lowell Coal Survant Coal

Oak Grove Limestone
Mecca Quarry Shale Mecca Quarry ShaleJake Creek SanstoneFrancis Creek SandstoneCardi ff Coal Bed

Colchester Coal Colchester CoalBrowning Sandstone
Abingdon Coal Bed

Isabel Sandstone

Greenbush CoalWiley Coal

Seahorne Limestone
Carrier Mills Shale

Seelyville Coal

West Franklin Limestone

De
sm

oin
esi

an 
Se

rie
s

Sh
elb

urn
Ca

rbo
nd

ale

Ch
elt

en
ha

m 
Cl

ay

Central and Southern
Members and Beds

Northern and Western
Members and Beds

Eastern and Southern
Members and Beds

Graphic
ColumnFm

.
Se

rie
s

Pennsylvanian Stratigraphic Column
Or iginal M ined R emaining Available

19.6 0.2 19.4 4.5

3.6 0 3.6 0.9

88.5 9.4 79.0 51.0

65.1 2.2 63.0 27.0

19.0 0.5 18.5 1.0

6.0 0.1 5.9 0.3

9.6 0.1 9.5 4.7

9.7 0 9.7 6.7

--------------------------------------------------------------
221.1 12.5 208.6 96.1

(All numbers in Billions of Tons)

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3 Fig. 4


