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Miles

underlies about two thirds
of Illinois as well as portions of western Indiana
and western Kentucky. The coal crops out along
the margins of the Illinois Basin and reaches a
maximum depth in Illinois of about 1,300 feet.

the Carbondale formation which is part of the

called the Turner Mine shale, but in southeastern
Illinois, in a belt several miles wide that trends
southwestward, the coal is thick and is overlain

by the gray silty Dykersburg Shale. In that belt the coal is commonly split by shale part-

1968 - B95).  (See Fig 4.)

The original resource of

of Illinois totals 65.1 billion
tons, of which 2.2 billion have
been mined. Approximately

Coal resources, 27 billion tons,
are considered available for
mining (See Fig 3.) . Available

0 50 100

Miles

S pringfield C oal

Extent of Pennsylvannian System

±Illinois
Indiana

Kentucky

means that the surface land-use and geologic conditions related to mining of
the deposit (e.g. thickness, depth, in-place tonnage, stability of bedrock over-
burden) are comparable to other coals currently being mined in the state. Of
these resources, 23 billion tons occur in coal 42 to 66 inches thick and 4 billion
tons occur in thicknesses greater than 66 inches thick.

T

along the Galatia Channel. Recent and historical mining of the coal has been
concentrated in these areas and in shallow surface minable deposits west of

the Illinois River. The
coal is thin or absent
in the southwestern
and extreme north-
ern portions of the

from ISGS Pub. IM
118, Treworgy, et al)

References:
- Handbook of Illinois Stratigraphy, 1975, Illinois State Geological Survey Bulletin 95, 261p.

Coal for mining in Illinois: Illinois Sta te Geological Survey Illinois Minerals 118, 43 p.
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Notes:  R ocks present only in subsurface. Local oil-field names have been used informally. Beds in quotes to left are informal beds only used byWeibel in 1991
and have not been adopted formally yet by the ISGS and are subject to chang e.

0

50

100 ft.

Pennsylvanian Stratig raph ic Column

Central and Sou thern
Members and Beds

Northern and Western
Members and Beds

Eastern and Sou thern
Members and Beds

Graph ic
Colu mnFm

.
Se
rie
s

Pennsylvanian Stratig raph ic ColumnOr iginal M ined R emaining Available

19.6 0.2 19.4 4.5

3.6 0 3.6 0.9

88.5 9.4 79.0 51.0

65.1 2.2 63.0 27.0

19.0 0.5 18.5 1.0

6.0 0.1 5.9 0.3

9.6 0.1 9.5 4.7

9.7 0 9.7 6.7

--------------------------------------------------------------
221.1 12.5 208.6 96.1

(All numbers in Billions of Tons)

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 1 Fig. 4

Map construction: May, 2015

!(

Coal 
elevation
data point

http://www.isgs.illinois.edu
County coal maps and select quadrangle maps 
available as downloadable PDF files at:

Spring field Coal Elevation


